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MOSCOW'S ROLE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


To understand the Communists' behind-the-scenes role in the seizure of the Suez Canal it is 
first necessary to review a few events which took place back in the 1930's. Then, as now, top 
Red strategists felt the time was ripe to launch campaigns of peaceful co-existence with the free 
world and participate in united front action with all forces hostile to capitalism. There were two 
good reasons for this from the Red point of view. Peace was needed for time to build up Com- 
munist industry and strengthen Party power. United front action held the promise of exploiting 
the economic and political desires of millions of non=Communists toward the end of weakening 
the power of free governments. 


Red propaganda and diplomatic and political maneuverings upset the balance of power in a 
number of countries of Europe, assisted Adolph Hitler and the Hitler-Stalin pact — which 
cleared the way for World War Il. The Hitler-Stalin pact — designed by Stalin as a means to in- 
volve the West in a self-destroying war — backfired. Nonetheless, the aftermath of World War 
Il left a loose pieces of geography around for the Reds to pick up. During five post-war 


years the Communist Empire brought eight countries (not including Yugoslavia) and 700,000,000 
people under its tyfanny. 


Upsetting Balance Of Power In Middle East 


Something similar is going on — But instead of concentrating directly on Europe, the 


main Communist attack is in Asia, the Middle East, Africa and, to a lesser extent, Latin America. 
Communists are deliberately encouraging ambitious nationalist leaders, such as President 

Nasser of Egypt, to drive out Wester influence and to set up blocs which, if not directly aligned 
with the Communists, at least are neutral "against" the West. 


Although the Red strafégy. to infiltrate the Middle East began in 1946, the seizure of the 
Suez Canal by President Nasser represents the first major breakthrough. In 1946 the then Foreign 
Minister V. M. Molotévwas demanding Soviet bases in Eritrea, Tripoli, Libya, and the 
Dodecanese — all in the Mediterranean area. 


Western suppression of the Red-spawned civil war in Greece, Tito's defection from Moscow, 
and the Westem alliance with Turkey held the Reds in check. During the era of "relaxation of 
international tensions" , however, Red relations with the Middle East began to improve. 
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Began With Bandung Conference 


The key Communist move took place during the Afro-Asian Conference in Bandung, Indonesia, 
in April 1955 — just over a year ago. It now appears that President Nasser, who almost decided 
not to attend the Conference, learned from Reds there how an attack against "foreign imperialism" 
could be used to build Egyptian and Arab nationalism. 


In covering this key Conference, "Freedom's Facts" of May 1955 reported that this was the 
first step in a three-stage Communist program. As Stalin explained it in "Marxism and the Na- 
tional Question" (1927), revolutions in colonial areas come in three stages when: 1) the revolu- 
tion strikes chiefly against foreign imperialism through the united front; 2) the national bourgeois 
desert the revolution and an agrarian revolution develops; and, 3) the Soviet revolution creates 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 


President Nasser and his Egyptians have fallen in with stage one during the past year with 
their mounting propaganda against “foreign imperialism". Soviet Foreign Minister D. T. Shepilov 
was promoting stage one when he declared in Cairo on June 19, 1956: "We are witnessing the 
disintegration of the detested colonial system of imperialism .... the Soviet Union is a natural 
ally and friend of all the peoples and states that have gained emancipation ... . it is an oppo- 
nent of colonialism in any form or manifestation." 


According to Radio Moscow Shepilov's concluding statement urging consolidation of friend- 
ship and brotherhood between the Egyptian and Soviet peoples set off a storm of shouts: "Long 
live the Soviet Union. Long live ivoaedan and free Egypt. Long live our Russian brothers ." 


The Communist strategist, of course, sees the "liberation" of areas such as Egypt from 
Western influence and a drive to establish close and friendly ties between such states and the 
Moscow leaders as part of the same maneuver. Once this state is consolidated, the Reds can 
move toward attacking their former nationalist friends while supporting "agrarian" and "prole- 
tarian" reformers. 


Ultimate Goal — Defeat Of Europe And The U. S. 


And all of this falls into line with the plan of conquest laid out by Stalin in the 1920's. 
In 1923 he urged fellow Reds "to enflame the deep rear of imperialism — the eastem colonial 
and semi-colonial countries, revolutionize them and sania fall of imperialism". And in 
1925 he added: "Revolutionizing the East must give a decisive blow to the sharpening revolu- 
tionary crisis in the West. Being attacked on two sides — the rear and the front — imperialism 
must realize it is doomed to destruction." 


Success in encouraging the seizure of the Suez Canal, of course, is a victory of major 
proportions. This is the gateway through which most of the oil flows to keep European industry 
running. The group with a throttle hold on Suez could exert immense pressure on Britain, France, 
Holland, Italy. 


And the Reds apparently now have the opportunity to gain a hold on the Canal itself. The 
Canal cannot operate without trained technicians and without expert Canal pilots. If Egypt 
forces out the Western technicians and pilots who have been operating the Canal, she will have 
to turn to the Communist Empire. The Reds, who already have hundreds of technicians in Egypt 
training Egyptians to use Communist arms, also are reported to have a surplus of Canal tech- 
nicians and pilots. 


The Reds thus are trying to move into a position from which they can cut Europe off from 
Asian and African supplies. They are trying to tighten the noose around the throats of the free 
governments in Europe. So far, however, the Communist role in the Middle East has been one 
of behind-the-scenes maneuver and encouragement. It has been one of the agitating Arab 
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hostility toward the West — a favorable attitude for supporting Egyptian nationalization of Suez 
and for opening the door a bit wider to Communist politicians. The likelihood, thus, is that the 
Soviet Union will promote any peaceful settlement of the Suez Canal problem which will keep 
Arab friendship and leave the door open for the use of Red technicians in the Canal operation. 


Satisfactory settlement of the Suez issue can be won only if the Arabs understand the true 
issues involved, and are willing to support Western leadership in driving out the Communists. 
The West has yet to develop a program to achieve this end. 


THE PARTY'S NEW LINE ON LABOR 


Communists have developed a new line for labor which they expect will make gains for 
them among trade unions in the United States and throughout the world. This new labor approach 
calls for emphasis on economics, rather than on politics, in local union affairs, and for united 
action with Socialists, rather than a go-it-alone policy, as a means for gaining political 
objectives. 


Reds eve ere are returning to the policies of the 1930's when they made their greatest 
gains in unions by becoming known as tireless fighters for higher wages, shorter hours, and 
prompt settlement of workers' grievances. "Our people have re-established themselves as among 
the most tireless workers on behalf of economic gains and settling shop grievances", the Reds 
stated in a recent report of their New York State Committee. "It's in this work that we sink our 
deepest roots amongst our fellow unionists ." 


This new labor line is not limited to the United States alone. As with virtually all Com- 
munist Party dictums, it is worldwide and its direction comes not from New York, but from 
Moscow . 


Intemational In Scope 


There can be no other explanation for this same line is now being emphasized in Moscow 
and in Paris, and it was even made the theme of a Red-dominated International Conference of 
Working Women in Budapest, Hungary, June 14- 17. This Conference was sponsored by the 
Moscow-controlled World Federation of Trade Unions to spur the unionization of women through- 
out the world. 


The final report from the Intemational Conference of Working Women placed economic de- 
mands at the top of the list by stating: "Working women of all countries! ... . We want to put 
an end to all forms of discrimination against women in wages, hiring, promotion on the job, ad- 
vanced training, and dismissals ." 


Secondary demands were for political objectives to fight for social welfare legislation, for 
a reduction in armaments, for solidarity with colonial and dependent peoples struggling for 
independence. 


What lies behind the Communists' new labor line? One view is that most Socialists have 
regarded Communism as a heresy which started inside the labor movement and later came to power 
in a backward country. They oppose Communism only when it poses a clear military threat to 
their existence. They tend to favor Communist policies when the. altematives are policies of a 
"reactionary government" . 


If this is a correct analysis of Socialist thinking, the Moscow move to eliminate the cold 
war and to emphasize economic gains in union work can be seen as a move to remove their ap- 
parent threat to Socialists and thus win support of Socialists in the labor movement. 





Aim To Speed Red Gains 


The objective of this move is not to weaken the Communist movement. Rather it is a tactical 
retreat in order to gain strength for their attack against capitalism. What top Red strategists ap- 
parently are thinking was indicated in a Radio Moscow report on August 12 praising the spread of 
strike movements in the United States, Britain, and Italy. 


Radio Moscow declared: "The summer of 1956 is marked by a struggle for their vital rights 
by workers of capitalist countries. And indeed what fierce class encounters are taking place be- 
fore our eyes .. . . The present situation in the United States is not characterized by a lessening 
of class struggle, but rather by its increasing severity." 


Reminding us, however, that the Communist aim in trade unions never was primarily to in- 
crease wages or reduce working hours, Radio Moscow referred to the 27-day strike in the steel 
industry and stated: "This strike was an important test of the strength of the working class, of 
unity and good organization of one of the largest unions in the United States ...." 


Commenting on "the growth of the strike movement . . . . in other capitalist countries", 
the Reds concluded: "The ideas of unity are penetrating the minds of the broad masses of the 
workers of the capitalist countries." 


More and more the "new look" in Communist relations with the West appears to be a full 
retum to conditions during the 1930's. Their aim is to capture leadership of the trade unions in 
order to mobilize them as part of the Communist campaign of conquest. This campaign has three 
steps: 1) isolate and destroy free enterprise; 2) win power for a Socialist-Communist coalition; 
and, 3) isolate and destroy the Socialist collaborators . 


Alliances Needed By Reds 


As V. |. Lenin declared in 1922: "A vanguard performs its task as a vanguard only when 
it is able really to lend a whole mass forward. Without an alliance with non-Communists in the 
me varied spheres of activity there can be no question of any successful Communist constructive 
work." 


And as Stalin elaborated in 1927: "A united front can have revolutionary significance onl 
if and when it does not hinder the Communist Party from conducting its independent political a 
organizational work, only if it does not prevent it from organizing the proletariat into an inde- 
pendent political force, rousing the peasantry against the landlords, openly organizing a revolu- 
~ of workers and peasants and thus preparing the conditions necessary for the rule of the 
proletariat." 


This drive toward united action with Socialists and toward gaining leadership in powerful 
trade unions is not limited to national boundaries. The Reds also are trying to use membership 
in the International Labor Organization (ILO) to further this aim. In a message from the Inter- 
national Conference of Working Women, held in Budapest, to the Director General of the Inter- 
national Labor Organization on June 17, the Reds made a great point of "Convention No. 100" 
‘dealing with the rights of working women. 


Hope For International Conference 


The message then proposed that the ILO arrange for a meeting “of the three international 
trade union organizations to study together with you the best way through which these organiza- 
tions could jointly further implementation of "Convention No. 100". As leaders of the Red- 
dominated World Federation of Trade Unions well know, a principal technique of the Reds is to 
work together with non-Communists on a common project, then through tireless effort gain leader- 
ship of the combined endeavor. 





Through such means the Reds hope to further their cause with workers throughout the world 
by telling them, as Radio Moscow did on June 30, of "the great advantages and superiority of 
the world Socialist system of economy compared to the capitalist system" — and proving it by 
comparing the absence of strikes in the Soviet Union with a growing strike wave in the West. 


The challenge now facing leaders of trade unions throughout the world as well as in the 
United States is one of tremendous proportions. Most union leaders here have learned how to de- 
feat the Reds' bid for union leadership under conditions of the coal war. Their problem now is 
to defeat Red tactics under conditions of not-so-peaceful co-existence. 


THE REDS' NEW "RELIGIOUS" OFFENSIVE 


The most surprising development in Communist activities in the field of religion came last 
month with the announcement that the atheistic Soviet Union was exporting Bibles in the Russian 
language to the United States. 


Less than three years ago a visitor from one of the Scandinavian countries had sought in 
vain to find a Bible of. any sort in the Soviet Union. Yet today the Moscow Patriarchy of the 
Russian Orthodox Church has printed 25,000 Bibles and expects to print an additional 75,000 in 
the near future. While this printing pales beside the 15,391,171 Bibles the American Bible So- 
ciety distributed in the single year of 1954, nonetheless it represents an apparent change in the 
Communist approach to religion. 


The purpose of this change is tipped off by a tactical rule set forth by Joseph Stalin in 
1920 — a time when present-day Reds say he was still acting in the best interests of the Party. 
In "Soviet Policy On the National Question" Stalin declared: “If, for instance, the 
Daghestanian masses, who are profoundly imbued with religious prejudices, follow the Com- 
munists ‘on the basis of the Shariat' [the Mohammedan code] , it is obvious that the direct 
method of combating religious prejudices in this country must be replaced by indirect and more 
cautious methods ." 


Indirect Attacks Used 


It is by such "indirect and more cautious methods" that Reds today are attacking religious 
faith inside the Communist Empire and, at the same time, are trying to use religious contacts 
to win free-world support for Communist causes. 


It is almost as if the atheistic Reds are trying to convince the free world that since Bibles 
now are being printed in the Soviet Union, the free world can discontinue distribution of Bibles, 
testaments and gospels inside the Communist Empire. 


Since 1945 the American Bible Society has sent 200,000 copies of the gospel in Russian, 
over 500,000 New Testaments, and more than 10,000 Bibles into the Soviet Union. It still has 
on hand some 70,000 Bibles, 180,000 copies of the New Testament, and 500,000 gospels. 
Significantly, a copy of the new Russian Bible was presented to the American Bible Society by 
Metropolitan Nokolai, second ranking leader of the Russian Orthodox Church, during his recent 
visit to the United States. 


What has brought about this marked change from actions a few years ago when crowds of 
atheistic propagandists and agitators booed, heckled, and all but physically attacked church- 
goers on Moscow streets? The answer can be found in the Kremlin. 


Khrushchev's Decree 


One of the first decrees which Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev signed on his own authority 
(November 10, 1954) warned Communist antireligious agitators that “insulting attacks against 
believers and the clergy can only lead to sivengihening and even intensifying religious 
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ejudices among the le“. Virtually admitting that religious beliefs were too strong to attack 
ae he urged Dacomeaneet to use a indirect attack. Radio Moscow explained the new line 
shortly afterward when it urged "Party, Soviet, trade union and Komsomol organizations ... to 
use all their resources and abilities to raise the consciousness of the workers and to liquidate re- 
ligious beliefs" . 


"At the present time, as a result of the victory of Socialism and the liquidation of the ex- 
pleiter classes in the U.S.S.R., the social roots of religion have been undermined and the base 
on which the church relied has been destroyed", the Reds declared. Stating that liquidation of 
religious belief was inevitable, they added: "The majority of ministers [in the U.S.S.R] have 
pledged loyalty to the government." 


Since then the Reds have extended their religious activities into a positive program to make 
a favorable impression on religious groups throughout the world. 


Upswing In Church Delegations 


There has been a sharp upswing in church delegations visiting the Communist Empire, cli- 
maxed by a meeting of members of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in 
Budapest, Hungary, in July and early August. A high point in the Conference took place on 
July 29 when ministers from Western countries were allowed to preach sermons in some of Hungary's 
Protestant churches. 


A few days later on August 3, Radio Budapest reported on the Conference and announced a 
message the Conference was planning to send to all member churches throughout the world. In the 
Red report the message was angled to sound as if Western clergymen meeting in a Communist 
country supported some of the views which are part of the current Party propaganda line. As re- 
ported by Radio Budapest, the Conference message stated in part: "The poor and the rich are 
separated by a deep gulf which the Christian church cannot accept. The Church has to strive 
to see that the gulf is bridged. Member churches should study and help economic development 
so that the effect of a rapid social transformation is realized in the people's interest." 


Church Message Used In Red Propaganda 


Possibly a laudable statement when made in a free country, this paragraph in the Communist 
= indicates support of Red propaganda for "rapid social transformation" to eliminate the gulf 
tween rich and poor. Other parts of the message, coming from Budapest, unfortunately had the 
same ring to them. After all, it was only through the permission of Red propagandists that such 
an intemational conference could take place inside the Communist Empire. 


Actually, the best evidence available so far indicates that the clergy in Comminist- 
dominated countries have had to accept limitations of the religious line set down by Khrushchev. 
Under this rule churches may operate, but must confine their activities to ritual. 


While propaganda for atheism is promoted vigorously — and in fact is part of the many 
Marxist-Leninist courses taught in school — churches cannot maintain schools where religious 
instruction is given. Clergy, under such circumstances, are captive men. They can ask Westem 
clergy "to urge their governments to pursue a policy based on justice", but cannot see the same 
action on the part of their own govemment. 


Need To Step Up Religious Appeals 
Nonetheless the Communist concern for religion points up one very hopeful fact. The Reds 
admit that religious belief is too strong in the Communist Empire at this time to be attacked 


directly. At the same time, the current indirect approach in attacking religion holds several 
pitfalls. Instead of reducing religious appeals to enslaved peoples of the Communist Empire, 
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these appeals should be increased. Instead of working through a captive clergy, which the Reds 

can control, religious appeals should be made directly by Western priests and clergymen to the 
ples under Communist tyranny. Instead of permitting themselves to be used as propaganda tools 
the Reds, churches should use every opportunity to encourage people in Communist lands to 

study the Bible and to judge the actions of their governments by God's code of good and evil. 


It is well to remember that religion has a freeing affect on men's souls. When the ideas of 
Christianity reached the enslaved peoples of the old Roman Empire, the effect was to free them 
from fear of manmade tyranny. Once their fear was overcome, the tyranny began to crumble. It 
is this eventuality which Red tyrants fear today. 


A NEW RED VICTIM IN ASIA? 


While world attention has been focused on Egypt's seizure of the Suez Canal, the Reds in 
Southeast Asia have quietly set up conditions for bringing another small country — Laos — into 
the Communist camp. 


The tipoff came on August 6 in a report that the royal Laotian government and the Commu- 
nist-led Pathet Lao have agreed to integrate armed forces and re-unify the country. On the sur- 
face this appears to be a logical step in a country split into two warring sections for nearly ten 
years, and where the desire of the vast majority of people is for peace. According to the news 
dispatch from Vientiane, capital of Laos, the two parties agreed to stop all hostile acts against 
each other. The two provinces which have been under Pathet Lao will revert to the control of 
the royal government and Pathet Lao forces will come under the command of the crown. 


The first joker is that military and civilian committees will be established to work out de- 
tails of integration of the Pathet Lao elements into the royal government. This was the same ty 
of proposal the Reds made for the integration of East and West Germany at the first Big Four telles 
in 1954. It wos rejected then because it would give the Reds too much influence in the integrated 
government. Now, what was rejected for the unification of Germany is becoming a fact in Laos. 


Pathet Lao — A Red Satellite 


Actually, Pathet Lao was set up following the drive of Viet Minh troops into Laos in 1953 
during the Indochina war. When the Viet Minh troops withdrew, Communist rule was set up in 
two northern-most provinces of Laos, maintained by some 4,000 Viet Minh troops which claimed 
Laotian citizenship. Since then it has been reported that some 5,000 young men have been 


moved from Laos to North Viet Nam to be trained as disciplined Communists, then returned to 
the Pathet Lao and to Laos. 


The Pathet Lao, which is under the control of the Communist Viet Minh has been using the 
usual Red technique of propaganda and agitation among the Laotians. The main line of this agitation 
has been that the Laotian government officials ride in automobiles while thos of Pathet Lao walk 
with the common people. The Pathet Lao leaders say: "When we become the government, then 
all will be equals." 


Back in 1954 it was predicted that giventime, the Reds could infiltrate and take over all 
of Laos. This prediction, made by many analysts, was based on the belief that the Laotains were 
unprepared to counteract determined Red tactics of propaganda, agitation, and deception, and 
would give in bit by bit to Red demands in order to preserve "peace". 


How Communism Spreads 


The story of Laos is not yet ended. But if this small country falls under Red control, the 
Reds will be in position to exert stronger pressure on Thailand and Cambodia, South Viet Nam, 
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and Burma. The Reds — through invasion of northern Burma in July — indicate that they are 
getting ready for a similar political maneuver there. 


Why are the Reds able to push forward their aims in Southeast Asia? The answer is that 
Communists, whether Moscow Communists, Laotian Communists, or U.S. Communists, are 
ofessional revolutionaries. They study and train and work to spread Communism. It has long 
aa become obvious that they cannot be stopped, let alone defeated, by amateurs. 


REDS' LINE ON U.S. POLITICS 


What will "U.S. progressive forces, with the Communist Party at their head" work for dur- 
ing the election campaign? Moscow Radio states that they “are demanding a radical change in 
the foreign policy of the United States, the complete ending of the cold war, and the pursuance 
of a policy of peaceful co-existence". Theyalso will work for "satisfying the economic demands 
of the working class, improvement of the position of farmers, and a struggle for the rights of 
the Negroes" . 


By July 31 the Red leaders made a further clarification of Communist aims in the U. S. 
elections. In an article in "Trud", the Soviet labor newspaper, the Reds indicated that the U.S. 
Reds would agitate for "a new approach to international problems" and attack the state of the 
U. S. economy along the line: “How can one speak of a flourishing state of affairs when millions 
of people are suffering from unemployment and privations? " 


The "Trud" article continued in typical Communist style to supply ideas for U.S. Communists 
to use in their agitational work: "According to recent calculations of the Franklin Roosevelt Fund, 
the standard of living of the twenty-four million town dwellers — that is, more than the population 
of Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and Switzerland taken together — is below what is con- 
sidered necessary. The rural population is in no better situation. There is an acute agricultural 
crises of overproduction. Tens of thousands of farmers are being ruined. The Government is con- 


ducting a policy of reducing areas under crops. During the past four years, farmers’ incomes have 
dropped by 33 percent." > 


Reds Promote "Shift To The Left" 


Blasting both the Republican and the Democratic Parties as "parties of monopolistic capital" 
the newspaper went on to ask: “What is the attitude of the wide public to the forthcoming elec- 
tions?" And here is where the specific line is laid down for U. S. Red agitators. 


The newspaper answered: "Thousands upon thousands of Americans are now thinking hard of 
how to make use of the pre-election circumstances in order to put an end to the cold war, to 
strengthen the Geneva spirit, and direct the foreign policy of the United States along the road of 
peaceful co-existence. Great importance is attached to the question of civil rights, to ending 
the persecution of progressive personalities, to abolishing discrimination against Negroes, and to 
repealing the anti-worker Taft-Hartley, Smith and.other acts." 


The Reds' objectives in the upcoming election, however, will be modest. "Trud" declares: 
"In the difficult conditions of a two-party system which is under the domination of monopolies, 
progressive forces will apparently seek at the November elections the best way to prevent the 
election of the most extreme reactionaries who take their bearings on war and an anti-worker 
policy at home, and to strive for a change in the political course of the United States." 
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